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When I was first asked if I would accept a nomination to the Alumni Council in 2010, I was beyond honored. 
UC Santa Cruz and the Banana Slug community offered me invaluable support during a pivotal time in my 
life, and the opportunity to elevate my service to the campus was very exciting! 

I have had the privilege to work with many highly skilled, multi-talented, and committed volunteers through 
the Alumni Council, and it was a real honor to have been elected president of the council in June. The 
organization’s role is to provide service to the university and preserve its institutional memory—
responsibilities it takes seriously. The more alumni we hear from, the stronger we are as a learning 
community that prepares and supports leaders in a wide variety of fields. Our alumni have already gone to 
space and to the depths of the oceans—and everywhere in between. 

I was especially excited to see our organization recently move to a more inclusive model. After some healthy 
dialogue, the board unanimously voted to cancel membership dues and welcome all UC Santa Cruz alumni. 
True to our commitment to community, we gave special attention to the supporters who had paid for life 
memberships, and we moved into this new chapter on very solid footing. The new organization, called 
simply UC Santa Cruz Alumni, played an important role in the university’s 50th anniversary in 2015, which 
showed how partnership strengthens our impact. 

Speaking of partnerships, Alumni Weekend has become a real highlight of the annual programming on 
campus, showcasing great collaboration between the Alumni office and campus divisions and departments. 
In a few years this event has grown to offer hundreds of opportunities over many days for alumni to return to 
Santa Cruz, learn something new, network, and go back to life refreshed after some time on campus. I look 
forward to seeing the campus buzzing during Alumni Weekend. I think this weekend also offers an 
important opportunity to the current students to make connections with the world post-graduation. Staff and 
faculty have reported that current students are eager to interact with alumni. 

There are many ways to connect, whether you head to a function on campus or attend a regional event in 
your home area. 

We Slugs are unique in our authenticity, and because of that, I always enjoy meeting fellow alumni. 

Fiat Slug! 

Adolfo R. Mercado
President, UC Santa Cruz Alumni Council
Kresge ‘98, anthropology




